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Greetings Sisters and Brothers... 
 Spring is coming. We have moved our clocks forward. The days are having more sunlight.  Spring is 
coming. When we recognize that Spring is coming, we know that green starts to show more, indicating that life 
is present and beginning to grow. I look to the way that God ordered the cycles of nature around us, and I feel 
that we can find some guidance, wisdom and excitement for our community as well. 
On April 28, after worship, we will be gathering together to have our second Night of Vision.  This meet-
ing will be a follow up to our meeting from last year, in which we sat together and brainstormed, creating ideas 
for what we would like to see in our community and what we can be. This second meeting is designed to help 
us prioritize those dreams to understand what we can become. 
 These gatherings are important because they help us formulate a collective plan, identity and direction. 
We are a community that is in the midst of identity change. This can be a scary time that could force us to re-
vert back into our shells and become an introverted community.  Or this can be a time in which we create an 
identity not based on fear, but on hope, faith and love. The ideas that we generated at the first meeting are on 
the next page of this newsletter. I would encourage you to prayerfully review the list. 
 This list is not the end of the discussion, but is the seed bed by which we can work together to live into 
the dynamic life of faith that Christ calls us to be apart of. As I have been reflecting, praying and dreaming 
alongside you, I believe that we can, and indeed will, be an active presence of God’s love in this world. We 
will do this, not by bringing in, but by going out, interacting and serving the community that God has placed 
before us. We will fend off the desire to be a community introverted because of convenience and fear, and will 
instead embrace the extroverted servant life that Jesus adopted, one that was hard, got his hands dirty, was mis-
understood, and, brought life. 
 May we come together on April 28th for a meal and also for a time of life. If you have any questions, 
please contact Ashley or myself.   
              
           Blessings 

           Pastor Lee 

HOLY WEEK/EASTER SERVICES 
Holy Week is fast approaching. As we draw closer to this momentous time in the life of our faith, our commu-
nity will be engaged in several services, inviting us to explore the depth and power of this season. We will start 
with our Maundy Thursday Love Feast, Thursday April 18 at 7:00pm. This service commemorates the last 
supper and foot washing that Jesus shared with his disciples. On Friday April 19 we will be joining with Hap-
py Corner, Trotwood, Lower Miami and Bear Creek churches for a Good Friday Service at Happy Corner 
Church of the Brethren at 7:00pm. This service will explore the pain of loss that 
comes during this season. While we know that Jesus will resurrect, the pain of those 
closest to him reverberates today in the losses we experience. The Easter Sunrise 
Service will be at Sunday, April 21 at 7:00am at Emanuel Lutheran Church and 
then we will have our Easter celebration service later that morning at 10:00am. We 
invite you to come and participate in this week of emotional stretching as we welcome 
the resurrected Lord to the world and seek to follow his model.    
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New LIFE in the church, Knowing the gifts and needs in 

the church, Renewed commitments, Showing and 

connecting with God, Community Outreach, Growing 

leaders/building youth and young adult community 

• Burnout 
• No commitment 
• Stalled out 
• Too much 
• Financial limitations 
 Big projects 
 Doing too much 
 Doing something "wrong" 

 Work together 
 Love is shown 

all around 
 Comradery 
 Acceptance 
 Compassion 
 Generous 
 Supportive 
 Ties to larger 

denomination 
 History/

heritage  
 Facilities 
 Fellowship with 

food 
 Bible study 
 Shared faith in 

God 
 Ready to be 

led 

 Friendly 
 Shared work 
 Community 
 Can do 

anything! 
 Servant 

mentality 
 Prayerful 
 Funny 
 Witness to the 

community/
service 

 Talented 
 Non-

judgmental 
 Ecumenical/

world with 
other faith 
traditions 

 Willing 

 Greater Things 
 Food Truck 
 Connect with 

members from 
past 

 Younger average 
age-youth group, 
children’s 
program, parents 
group 

 Anybody is 
comfortable with 
entering 

 Community 
outreach a large 
group 

 Free car washes 
 Boy scouts 
 Paper/Soap 

Pantry 
 Giving Ministry-

Each ¼ different 
items gathered 

 Utilizing talents 
 World outreach-

Christmas 
shoeboxes 

 Volunteer gifts 
without shame or 
fear 

 Involve BDM 
more 

 Food tastings 

from different 
cultures 

 AA/NA/NAMI 
 Christmas tree 

giving 
 Anonymous 

talent search 
 Climate control 
 Cemetery/History 

walk 
 Garden/Co-op for 

low income 
 Connections-

healthy, helpful, 
2nd family 

 Community 
childcare/
preschool 

 Blend worship 
styles (traditional, 
contemporary, 
emerging) 

 Engage Vital 
Ministry Journey 
to approach new 
and different 
ideas 

 Sunday school 
fellowship 

 Youth Camp/
Regional retreats 

 Worship in 
different spaces 

 All-generations 
activity 

 Sacred space 
 Communion 

more often 
 Building time/

space/
opportunities for 
connection to 
God 

 Workdays for 
needs 

 Share needs 
 Abilities 
 Bravely say no/

servant yes 
 Intentional 

Sabbath 
 Invite other 

personally to 
church 

 Sign for 
community meal 

 Church sign 
 Random acts of 

kindness 
 Attract younger 
 Unique gifts of all 

ages 
 Young adult 

reunion 
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Greeters: April 7--Jane E & Joy M, April 14--Gary & Dawn S, April 21--Kent & 
Phyllis W, April 28--Carla D & Tom D 
 
Acolytes:  April 7--Carly W, April 14--Finn H, April 21--Aiden B, 
April 28--Thomas S 
 
Ushers:  Tom H, Tom D, Taco C, Quentin W 
 
Worship Leaders:  April 7--Kent W, April 14--Sue W, April 21--Diana B, 
April 28--Diana H  

10-Kinsey S 

14-Aubrey W H

14-Thomas W III 

15-Greg P 

16-Carol S 

18-Lois D 

18-Bill L

21-Tim S 

24-Phyllis W

26-Darryl S

30-Keith F

 

 

 

April Birthdays-Happy Birthday!! 

Those Serving in April 

Sunday Worship 

April 7  5th Sunday of Lent 
  Matthew 6:2-25 
  "Cross-Eyed" 
April 14 6th Sunday of Lent 
  Matthew 21:1-11 
  Fallen Palms 
April 21 7:00am Sunrise Service 
  10:00am Easter Service 
  Matthew 28:1-10 
  "It Hurts" 
April 28 Matthew 28:16-20 
  "Reminder: It Didn't End Last Week" 

Mark Your Calendars 

Deadlines  
Next Newsletter Deadline: Sunday, April 24, 2019 

Bulletin Articles:  Thursday,10:00am 
Board Meeting 

Thursday, April 11, 7:00pm 
Shepherding Prayer Group 
Tuesday, April 16, 7:00pm 

email: salemcob@gmail.com 
 

Lee Saylor, Pastor 
Office Hours 9:30am-12:00noon, Tues.-Fri. 

937-540-4533 

iamleebob@gmail.com 

Carrie Smith, Administrative Assistant  
Office Hours 9:00am-12:00noon, M-F 

Karen Dillon, Director of Christian Ed. 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
9:00am Adult, Young Adult, and High School Sunday 

School with Childcare 
10:00am Morning Worship 

10:15am Children’s Sunday School 
Nursery (ages 2 and under) 

Wednesday Meal & Activities 
6:00pm Fellowship meal and activities 

JOIN US!! 
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Barbara C, Shirley C, Janet H, Leon & Waneta M, Jayne S

 
Long Term Needs: Elois C, Aaron M, Sam P, Chad P, Myrna S,
Martin S, Reta S 
 
Churches and more: Our district churches, Trinity Presbyterian Church, Church 
of the Brethren in Nigeria (Godiya Bitrus), Bethany Theological Seminary 

There will be no church game night in April. Join us in May! 
 
If you have a prayer request you’d like to go through the prayer chain One Call, please call Sue Wampler at 
286-4590. If she cannot be reached, please call Pastor Lee at 836-6145. 
 
All ages are welcome to join us each Wednesday for a fellowship meal and activities. The meal begins at 
6:00pm.  
 
Sew What meets each Wednesday in the church fellowship hall. Join us beginning at 9:00am as we sew, cut, 
and tie quilts for missions. No experience is needed! Bring a packed lunch and join  us for this time of service 
and fellowship! 
 
The next Shepherding Prayer group meeting will be Tuesday, April 16 at 7:00pm in the parlor. Please mark 
your calendars and plan to attend. 

In Our Prayers 

This & That 

Easter Flowers 

Orders must be put in the offering plate or turned in to the office by Wednesday, April 10. 
Payment must accompany order.  Please make checks payable to Salem CoB.   

   
  Quantity Amount 
 
Easter Lily   $10.00 ea __________ __________ 

Hyacinth          $9.00 ea __________ __________ 

Tulip                 $9.00 ea __________ __________ 

TOTAL # FLOWERS ORDERED: __________ __________  
 
NAME & PHONE NUMBER:  ________________________________________________________ 

IN MEMORY OF:  _________________________________     _   
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The District Newsletter for April is available at sodcob.org or hard copies are available  
on the narthex table. 

 
2019 Summer Camp registration is open! 
Registrations are open for the 2019 Peace Works Summer Camp season in Southern Ohio/Kentucky Dis-
trict COB. Finding peace, working for peace and becoming God’s peacemakers are themes all the camps will 
explore. There is a camp for every person in the church, and everyone is encouraged to be a part of the exciting 
and fulfilling time of faith sharing. Two new camps are being offered: Junior Discovery Camp June 9 - 11, 
and Beginner Sewing/Quilting Camp June 10 - 14. Junior Discovery is designed as a transitional camp for 
children who have completed 2nd grade to 4th grade. It will give the campers a taste of what camp life is, but 
not be away from home for a long period of time. This camp will end in the evening of the last day with a 
campfire for the campers and their families. Beginner Sewing/Quilting Camp will explore different kinds of 
sewing, how to use a sewing machine, quilting techniques for beginners. Campers will have all the supplies, 
fabric, sewing machines provided so they can determine if this is something they want to pursue in the future 
before investing large sums on their own sewing machine or supplies. Several expert teachers will be ready to 
instruct and assist campers in their selections of projects. This is a day camp 
with lunch and snacks provided. Campers will return home to rest in their own 
beds before returning to camp each day. Intergenerational Service Camp is a 
great opportunity for high school students to earn their community service 
credits as the camp visits sites to volunteer their labor. Working with other 
adult campers has been a great way to build new relationships and understand-
ing across the generations. After a day at work, evenings are spent in group 
building, games, swimming, fun, and time for reflection. All the other tradi-
tional camps are still being offered. Descriptions of and registration for all 
camps can be found on the district website. Family Camp and Quilting Camp have their own registration 
forms. Hard copies of the camp information can also be found in all church offices. Scholarships are available 
by contacting Karen Dillon.  
 
Women's Retreat Announced 
September 27, 28th, 2019 at Bergamo Center 
Theme: Love Like an Ocean 
 
Southern Ohio Disaster Ministries Update 
Register now for Youth BDM Trips! – Youth oriented trips to Lumberton, NC are set for June 16-22 and July 
14-20. Youth fifteen years and older are invited to help rebuild homes damaged by Hurricanes Matthew and 
Florence. It’s not necessary to have building skills, just a willingness to learn. In the evenings there will be rec-
reation and group building activities. A full crew is ten youth and five adults. Transportation is provided in the 
BDM vans, and expenses are covered. For more information or to register, contact Burt Wolf at 937-287-5902 
or SouthernOhioBDM@gmail.com. It’s important to register by April 15, 2019. 
Three Volunteers Needed for Puerto Rico – June 8-22 S. Ohio/KY BDM is scheduled to have a crew of five to 
seven people working in Castaner, PR, rebuilding homes damaged by Hurricane Maria. Volunteers need to be 
able to work in a hot humid climate. Assistance is available for airfare. For more information and to volunteer, 
contact Burt Wolf at 937-287-5902 or SouthernOhioBDM@gmail.com. 
 
Continued next page 
 

District News 
Some articles adapted/taken from the district newsletter. You can email sodcob@brethren.org to receive the dis-

trict newsletter. 
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The District Newsletter for April is available at sodcob.org or hard copies are available  
on the narthex table. 

 
Hygiene Kit Assembly – On Thursday, April 11 at 7:00 PM there will be an assembly of 1,000 hygiene kits for 
Church World Service. It will be held at Mill Ridge Village Community Center, 1000 Mill Ridge Circle, Union. 
Many hands are needed! There is work that may be done while seated. The completed kits will be sent to the 
Brethren Service Center. They are then shipped to survivors of disasters or to the economically disadvantaged 
in the US and around the world. 
 
Sewing Bee – A Sewing Bee will be held on Saturday, April 27 at Greenville COB, 421 Central Avenue. Bags 
will be sewn for Church World Service school kits. Bring your sewing machine, an extension cord, and a sack 
lunch. Non-sewers may come to prepare items for the clean-up bucket assembly that will take place in July.  
 
Young Adult Conference 
Enflame us with your love; Empower us with your Spirit! will be held May 24-26, 2019 at Camp Blue Dia-
mond near Petersburg, Pennsylvania. Young Adult conference (YAC) offers people ages 18-3 a chance to enjoy 
fellowship. worship, recreation, Bible Study, service projects and more . . . with other fantastic young adults! If 
you know of young adults who are planning to attend this event or who may be interested in more information, 
contact Laura Brown (937- 267-0965) or by email at mbsae37@hotmail.com so that car pooling arrangements 
can be made. 
 
Prince of Peace Church of the Brethren Hosts Cost of Poverty Event 
One in five children in America live at or below the poverty line. These numbers should disturb us, yet statistics 
can have a numbing affect. The Cost of Poverty Experience (COPE) offers you an opportunity to walk in the 
shoes of families in or community who face poverty every day. 
Think Tank developed COPE with individuals who have lived experience in poverty. Their stories offer an op-
portunity to move beyond assumptions or stereotypes to a more holistic understanding of the causes and affects 
of poverty. In this 2 hour hands-on training, you will experience a month in the  You will have many ways to 
spend your time this month, but this experience you will never forget. 
 
New Carlisle Church of the Brethren Upcoming events 
The seventh Music on Main Series continues on Saturday, April 6, 2019 will be a Flute and Harp Duo. Then on 
Saturday, May 4, 2019, the Corndrinkers will perform. This group is a local group from the New Carlisle area 
who performs Appalachian folk music. The Series concludes with the Ohio Valley British Brass Band on Fri-
day, June 7, 2019. Come and enjoy these free concerts at the New Carlisle Church of the Brethren.  
 
Science Fiction and Theology 
May 17-18, 2019 at Cedar Grove Church of the Brethren 
Presenter, Steve Schweiter 
If you missed this event at New Carlisle, we have good news! You can catch it at Cedar Grove CoB in May!!!! 
"Science Fiction is extremely popular in our wider culture. This genre is filled with theological themes: who is 
God, what does it mean to be human, what is the nature of evil, how is it overcome, is war or violence neces-
sary, to name only a few. Based on a course I teach at Bethany, we will explore some examples from widely 
popular SciFi series--Star Wars, Star Trek, and Doctor Who--that allow connections between theology and cul-
ture."--Steven Schweitzer Steven Schweitzer (PhD, Notre Dame) is Academic Dean and Professor at Bethany 
Seminary.  

District News Contiued 
Some articles adapted/taken from the district newsletter. You can email sodcob@brethren.org to receive the dis-

trict newsletter. 
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Annual Conference 2019 will be a very different event this year, 
according to Conference director Chris Douglas. Instead of a usual 
business schedule, the delegate body will spend much of its time in 
compelling vision conversations. Nondelegates may reserve seats at 
tables during the business sessions in order to fully participate in 
those conversations. And the Conference will hold a love feast for 
the first time in decades. Annual Conference 2019 takes place July 3-

7 in Greensboro, N.C., at the Sheraton/Koury Convention Center. It will be led by moderator 
Donita Keister, assisted by moderator-elect Paul Mundey and Conference secretary Jim Beck-
with. “Proclaim Christ; Reclaim Passion” is the theme, inspired by 2 Corinthians 5:17-18. Reg-
istration and hotel reservations can be made at www.brethren.org/ac . Read more at 
www.brethren.org/news/2019/annual-conference-2019-registration-to-open.html . 
 
Nigeria Crisis Response work continues amidst the violence 
By Roxane Hill 
There have been new reports of violence and attacks in northeast Nigeria. Continue to pray for 
our brothers and sisters as they live in fear but continue to proclaim Jesus Christ as their 
strength. As security continues to remain a concern, the Disaster Team of Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a 
Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) has provided monetary assistance for the 
building of a wall which will surround Kulp Theological Seminary and the EYN headquarters 
area. Read this blogpost at https://us4.campaign-archive.com/?
e=df09813496&u=fe053219fdb661c00183423ef&id=bfb8e02cc2 
 
New registration open date is announced for National Older Adult Conference 
May 1 has been announced as opening date for registration for the 2019 National Older Adult 
Conference. This year’s NOAC takes place Sept. 2-6 at Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat 
Center in western North Carolina. The theme is “Reaching Across Generations, Beyond Differ-
ences, Through Conflict, into Joy.” Early registration for those who need handicapped accessi-
bility and the most convenient housing in the Terrace Hotel will be open April 22-30. Read 
more at www.brethren.org/news/2019/new-registration-open-date-for-noac.html 
 
 

Denominational News 
Some articles adapted/taken from Church of the Brethren Newsline. You can sign up online to receive these 

newsletters at brethren.org . 




