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Blessings Brothers & Sisters  
 I am intrigued by the fact that since I became an “adult” (many would argue that I still 
haven’t), I often have the same thoughts about the end of one year and the start of the next one: 
well the next one can’t be worse than this one was. Reviewing the year that was, I often find 
that the struggles of the year seem to be all that was, or at least they have the biggest impact. I 
acknowledge that there was good, but so often, I minimize its impact and maximize the impact 
the negative has. Why do I do that? 
 Ecclesiastes 3 is a famous passage, not just because it was a song in 1965, but because 
many times it is spoken in tough times as an act of consoling ourselves. I find it interesting that 
if we read the text, the author does not equate one as more powerful than the other; there is a 
season for good things and a season for bad things. That is the way of life.  Perhaps the confus-
ing realities of season in Ohio make the notion of seasons being equal a little hard to under-
stand. 
 “I know that there’s nothing better for them but to enjoy themselves and what’s good 
while the live. Moreover, this is the gift of God: that all people should eat, drink and enjoy the 
results of their hard work.(Ecc 3:16-17)...”So I perceived that there was nothing better for hu-
man beings but to enjoy what they do because that’s what they’re alloted in life. Who, really, is 
able to see what will happen in the future? (Ecc. 3:22) The past, as well as the future, are full 
of events, actions and decisions that may or may not cause pain, or joy, or nothing at all. There 
is so much in the world that we don’t have control of, that, really, the only thing we can control 

is our response to life. 
 As you review the past year, past decade, and begin 
to formulate what you hope the next year and decade look 
like for you, take this letter as a call for you to work to 
have responses that reflect God’s love and God’s peace. 
Recognize that there will be sorrows, there will be joys. 
May you be able to reflect on all that you have experi-
enced and see that God’s love has not faltered and may 
you be able to eat, drink and enjoy the results of your hard 
work.   
 
Blessings and prayers for God’s wisdom, grace and peace 
to be upon you each and every day.  AMEN. 
         
         

           Blessings, 

           Pastor Lee Saylor 
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Greeters: January 5—Dawn & Gary S., January 12—Kent & Phyllis W., January 19—Tom D. & 
Tom H., January 26—Betsy D. & Sue W. 
 
Acolytes:  TBD 
 
Ushers:  Tom H., George S., Tom D., Quentin W.  
 
Worship Leaders:  January 5—Diana H., January 12—Bonnie W., January 19—Kyle H., Janu-
ary 26—Bonnie W. 

 

 
 

 
 
     

1-Ben H.
6-Sherry S. 
9-Joy M. 
10-Sam P. 
12-Taylor H.
18-Beth H.
19-Pastor Lee
19-Logan S. 
20-Pam P. 

22-Dawn S. 
23-Bob P.
30-Barbara C. 
31-Jayne S.

January Birthdays-Happy Birthday!! 

Those Serving in January 

 Mark Your Calendars 

Deadlines  
Next Newsletter Deadline:  
Sunday, January 19, 2020  

Bulletin Articles:  Thursday,10:00am 
Executive Meeting 

Thursday, January 9, 7:00pm 
Shepherding Prayer Group 
Tuesday, January 21, 7:00pm 

email: salemcob@gmail.com 
Lee Saylor, Pastor 

Office Hours 9:30am-12:00noon, Tues.-Fri. 

937-540-4533; iamleebob@gmail.com 

Carrie Smith, Administrative Assistant  
Office Hours 9:00am-12:00noon, M-F 

Karen Dillon, Director of Christian Ed. 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
9:00am Adult, Young Adult, and High School 

Sunday School with Childcare 
10:00am Morning Worship 

10:15am Children’s Sunday School 
Nursery (ages 2 and under) 

 
Wednesday Meal & Activities 

6:00pm 
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Barbara C., Shirley C., Janet H., Leon & Waneta M., Earl M.
Jayne S. 
 
Long Term Needs: Elois C., Aaron M. , Sam P. , Chad P. , Reta S. 
 
 
Churches and more: Our distr ict churches, Tr inity Presbyter ian Church, 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria (Godiya Bitrus), Bethany Theological Seminary 

Sew What is at 9:00am on Wednesdays. No exper ience needed! Just come and tie, 
sew, and press, blankets and quilts to be donated to people around the world. Bring a 
packed lunch. See Carol Shroyer with any questions. 
 
Wednesday Meal & Activities-Resumes Jan 8 at 6:00pm. Come enjoy a meal and activ-
ities for the kids.  
 
The next Shepherding Prayer Group meeting is Tuesday, January 21 at 

7:00pm in the parlor. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! Come join us at Mill Ridge Village (1000 Mill Ridge Circle, Un-
ion 45322) on Saturday, January 4, 2020 from 7:30-10:00am. All you can eat pancakes, 
sausage links, Dohner’s Pure Maple Syrup, coffee, and orange juice. 
 
Directory Time! The directory will be available in ear ly January. Please call Carr ie in 
the office if you need one sent to you, otherwise look for the directory on Sunday morning 
in the narthex.   
 
Does Carrie in the office have your updated email address? Email her at salemcob@gmail.com to stay in-
formed. 
 
Did you know?? The Distr ict sends a monthly newsletter  via email. You can sign up at sodcob.org or  
pick up a hard copy on the narthex table (or call Carrie in the office). 
 
The Church of the Brethren sends out news and such via email. 
You can sign up for a number of communications by going to breth-
ren.org . 
 
Keep up to date with various information by having your number 
added to our One Call system. Announcements, meetings, and spe-
cial events are communicated through One Call. Contact Carrie in 
the office at 836-6145, if you’d like to be added. 
 
If you have a prayer request you’d like to go through the prayer chain One Call, please call Sue Wampler at 
286-4590. If she cannot be reached, please call Pastor Lee at 836-6145. If you’d like to get prayer requests, 
please let Carrie in the office know.  
 

In Our Prayers 

This & That 
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Southern Ohio/KY BDM has had a big year through the combined efforts of all our volunteers. Togeth-
er we: made 17 rebuild trips [including trips to Puerto Rico and St. Thomas], completed 523 clean up buckets, 
assembled 2500 school bags, put together 2200 hygiene kits, and gave more than 70 days of service in the tor-
nado affected area of the Miami Valley. Along the way, we had an ice cream social, a golf scramble, and 
parked cars at the Preble County Pork Festival. All these helped raise the funds we needed to work for the glo-
ry of God and our neighbors' good. As our journey continued, we became the recipient of a new bus, because a 
few generous benefactors believed in us and the work we are doing. What a great team we have through 
Southern Ohio/KY BDM! Thanks again and again! Serving Christ by serving others together, 
Burt and Helen 
 
The Prince of Peace COB (800 E. David Road Kettering, OH) will be sponsoring and providing a Nigeri-
an Meal on Saturday, January 11, 2020 star ting at 12:30 pm. Hassan Dicks and his sister Patricia Amos 
Doka will be preparing the meal.  Reservation will be needed in order to have a count for the meal preparation 
by January 4, 2020. The cost of the meal will be a donation to help support Nigerian students studying in Unit-
ed States. After the meal, Hassan will be sharing information about the current cultural and religious atmos-
phere in Nigeria. All are welcome to experience this cultural event. Contact Prince of Peace and give your 
name, phone number and the number of people in your reservation by January 4. Church’s phone number is 
937-294-0708 or email: popcob1956@aol.com 
 
PIXELS AND POLYGONS 
Presented by Bethany student and video game developer Raul Rivera Arroyo 
Friday, Jan. 10, 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm at West Charleston CoB (4817 S. State Route 202 Tipp City, OH). Inter-
ested in playing video games? Interested in creating fun, interactive works? Raul will be presenting what it's 
like to create video games, tell stories through this medium, and adapt biblical narratives and stories for a new 
generation. We'll talk about games, get to play a few, discuss some tools for creating your own, and talk about 
what it's like to work on games. 
 
New Carlisle Leadership Academy Presents: Science Fiction and Theology: Take Two! February 24-35, 
2020; Steve Schweitzer, Leader This workshop will explore key themes in popular SciFi series: The Matrix 
Trilogy, Star Trek, and the Marvel superhero movie Black Panther. Each one asks deep questions about the 
nature of existence, what it means to be human, the nature of violence and peace, and our responsibility to our 
communities and to the wider world.” Friday evening registration is free. Saturday registration is $25.00 which 
includes lunch. CEU’s are available. Registration deadline is Friday, January 17, 2020. Need more information 
or have questions, call or email Vicki Ullery at (937)845-1428, newcarlislecob@gmail.com.  
 
The annual District Men’s Retreat will be on February 7-9, 2020 at Woodland Altars. This retreat is for all 
men ages 16 and up regardless of church affiliation. This year’s theme is Principals of Discipleship. Pick up 
your brochure on the narthex table for more information and register today! 
 
Thank you Salem for  your  financial suppor t of the Southern Ohio Distr ict and par tner ing with us in the 
ministries we provide. Your sacrificial giving unleashes the power and creativity of God’s Holy Spirit in Dis-
trict and congregational ministries. Blessings, Dave Shetler, District Executive. 
 
The next District Young Adult Gathering will be on January 25, 2020 and will be a Paint Night at Happy Cor-
ner CoB. Watch for more information!  

District News 
Some articles adapted/taken from the district newsletter. You can email sodcob@brethren.org to receive the dis-

trict newsletter. There are also hard copies available on the narthex table.  
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Annual Conference preachers for 2020 
On the opening evening of the Conference, Wednesday July 1, the sermon will be brought by Annual Confer-
ence moderator Paul Mundey of Frederick, Md. Thursday evening’s preacher on July 2 will be Richard Zapa-
ta of Anaheim, Calif., a pastor of Santa Ana Principe de Paz Church of the Brethren. On Friday evening, July 3, 
the sermon will be given by sister-and-brother team Chelsea Goss and Tyler Goss of Mechanicsville, Va., and 
Harrisonburg, Va., respectively. Saturday evening’s sermon on July 4 will be preached by Beth Sollen-
berger, executive minister for South Central Indiana District. The closing sermon of the Conference on Sunday 
morning, July 5, will be given by Patrick Starkey of Cloverdale, Va., who is chair of the denomination’s Mis-
sion and Ministry Board. 
 
A pilot program to help communities launch long-term recovery following disasters is growing ecumeni-
cally. Over  the past two years the disaster  ministr ies of the Church of the Brethren, the United Church of 
Christ, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) have joined forces to pioneer the Disaster Recovery Sup-
port Initiative (DRSI) in nine states and US territories. Now DRSI is folding into the disaster programs of 
Church World Service (CWS), a faith-based organization with 37 member communions including the Church 
of the Brethren. “The creation of DRSI was in response to seeing so many communities planning the response 
to their first larger disaster and feeling lost and looking for more than a manual to explain the process,” said 
Jenn Dorsch-Messler, director of Brethren Disaster Ministries. “We are excited to see that this relational model 
will continue under the CWS umbrella so that more of those communities can be supported with these teams 
walking with them in the future.” Read more at www.brethren.org/news/2019/drsi-to-be-taken-up-by-cws.html  

Denominational News 
Some articles adapted/taken from Church of the Brethren Newsline.  

You can sign up online to receive these newsletters and other communications at brethren.org . 

 
 
 
Winter Blast January 17&18 at Cricket Holler  
Prepare yourself for lots of outdoor fun along with cabin living, devotions, a pancake breakfast, swimming, 
and much more. Registration forms are on the district website or on the narthex table.  
 
Simple Living Weekend March 27-28, 2020  
Plan ahead to attend this new intergenerational camp at Cricket Holler. Designed for all ages, this camp re-
minds us of the Brethren value of simple living. Activities, crafts, devotions, cabin living . . . lots of fun for all 
ages. Watch for upcoming registration.  
 
All are invited to the next meeting of the SOK District Climate Justice Task Force which will be held at Salem 
Church of the Brethren, on Wednesday, January 8 from 7-9pm. Pastor Doug Kaufman from the Mary Lea En-
vironmental Center will join us via ZOOM and hopefully a member of the local Climate Reality group will 
join us personally. We also hope to show a video recently done by former Vice President, Al Gore, on the sci-
ence of climate change and what we might do. We should also have an update on a climate retreat for the 
Southern Ohio/ Kentucky COB, sometime next fall. Please be in touch with Mark Lancaster at 510-809-6721 
or marklancaster116@gmail.com, if you have any questions.  

District News Continued 




