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Greetings Sisters and Brothers... 
 
Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, 22 
 
 Memorial day weekend 2019 was quite momentous. Our area reached national headlines 2 times in 3 days. Hate 
and judgment was met with nonviolent resistance and peace; tornadoes ripped through our area in ways that can only 
happen in the midwest. On Tuesday, when people started assessing what the damage was, I thought about the worship 
service we had on Sunday. I invited us to intentionally move closer together, so that when it came time to share our joys 
and concerns, we could share it with one another in more intimate settings. Sharing of our joys and concerns each Sun-
day is a powerful time of worship, and we modeled another way of sharing our joys and concerns; we physically got 
closer together. 
 Life is not predictable, ever. There are moments and times where we think we have a handle on what is happen-
ing, and then, something different happens. On Saturday, I was part of a gathering at McIntosh park downtown, a gather-
ing to counter the KKK demonstration, and was blown away by how the turnout of 9 people focused on hate was met by 
600 in front of them there to protest their message, as well as other gatherings in which hundreds more gathered. 9 peo-
ple of hate, brought out hundreds of people seeking unity and peace. On Sunday, I invited us to sit closer together, and 
share with one another and was invigorated to hear you share with one another. Sunday afternoon, at the Brethren Retire-
ment Community Worship service, I spoke about the prophet Isaiah writing to a community that was ripped apart and 
destroyed and they were left trying to figure out what their identity would be, because their belief that God would protect 
them, seemed to have been destroyed, but that destruction should be mourned, but not focused on, because in the wake 
of that destruction, God was doing something new. 
 And on Monday, a storm ripped through inflicting damage on some, and sparing others.  There were faithful 
whose homes were destroyed, others suffered various levels of damage.  There were also faithful who experienced no 
damage. There were also those who do not define themselves by any faith, and some of their homes were destroyed, oth-
ers suffered various levels of damage. There were also those who experienced no damage. “There’s a season for every-
thing and a time for every matter under the heavens.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1). Sometimes those seasons can happen in the 
span of 72 hours. 
 The writer of Ecclesiastes is not in a good space. The writer is hurting and seeking to make sense of the world 
that swirls around, and that is a struggle indeed.  The writer seems to settle on this thought, “So I perceived that there 
was nothing better for human beings but to enjoy what they do because that’s what they’re allotted in life.  Who, really, 
is able to see what will happen in the future?” (v. 22) Enjoy the destruction? Enjoy the hate? No, how can anyone enjoy 
that? The writer though seems to point out something that is important to understand: life will always happen. How we 
respond to it will be the substance of what makes life better. 
Standing up, peacefully and without violence, to hate and judgment, sharing with one another the celebrations and wor-
ries of our hearts, the stepping through the destruction to bear witness to the sorrow and then the new thing that God cre-
ates are all ways in which we can have a faithful response to this world. And that response is rooted in God’s love and 
understanding that there is a season for everything, a time for everything to happen. We are called to bear truthful wit-
ness to the sorrows and the joys, the injustice and justice, the devastation and the reconstruction. When we can do that, 
then we are able to truly understand the joy of God is in serving and being served, and in so doing, enjoying the life that 
God has created. 
 I would encourage you to be willing to go through the seasons of life, no matter when they happen, seeking to 
stand up to hate and injustice, working for peace, sharing with one another the life that God has put before you, seeing 
the new thing that God is creating, and serving those who have experienced sorrow, as well as allowing others to serve 
you when you experience that sorrow.  Please sisters and brothers...let us enjoy this life. 
              
           Blessings, 

           Pastor Lee 
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Greeters: June 2--Dawn & Gary S., June 9--Kent & Phyllis W., June 16--Carla D. 
& Tom D., June 23--Diana H. & Doris S., June 30--Jayne S. & Sue W. 
 
Acolytes:  June 2--Colin H., June 9--Ryan F., June 16--Thomas S., June 

23--Kinsey S., June 30--Carly W. 
 
Ushers:  Kinsey S., Hope G., Darryl S., George S. 
 
Worship Leaders:  June 2--Tom H., June 9--Deo S., June 16--John & Sue E., 
June 23--Jane E., June 30--Bonnie W.

 

1-Kitty B. 
5-Tom D. 
6-Andrea D. 
6-Maxine M.
8-Ken D. 
10-Liam D. 
12-Wendi L. 
13-Teri S. 

13-Shelley S.
14-Wes S. 
18-Gary S. 
19-Carly W. 
25-Beth C.
26-Deo S. 

 

 

June Birthdays-Happy Birthday!! 

Those Serving in June 

Sunday Worship 

June 2  from Romans 6:1-14 
  "Hope of Resurrection" 
 

June 9  from Acts 2:1-4, Romans 8:18-39 
  "Nothing Can Separate Us" 
 

June 16 from Psalm 27:1-6 
  "Trust" 
 

June 23 from Psalm 40:1-10 
  "Thanksgiving" 
 

June 30 from Psalm 146 
  "Praise" 

Mark Your Calendars 

Deadlines  
Next Newsletter Deadline: Sunday, June 23, 2019 

Bulletin Articles:  Thursday,10:00am 
Board Meeting 

Thursday, June 13, 7:00pm 
Shepherding Prayer Group 

Tuesday, June 18, 7:00pm 

email: salemcob@gmail.com 
 

Lee Saylor, Pastor 
Office Hours 9:30am-12:00noon, Tues.-Fri. 

937-540-4533 

iamleebob@gmail.com 

Carrie Smith, Administrative Assistant  
Office Hours 9:00am-12:00noon, M-F 

Karen Dillon, Director of Christian Ed. 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
9:00am Adult, Young Adult, and High School Sunday 

School with Childcare 
10:00am Morning Worship 

10:15am Children’s Sunday School 
Nursery (ages 2 and under) 

Wednesday Meal & Activities 
6:00pm Fellowship meal and activities 

JOIN US!! 
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Barbara C., Shirley C., Janet H., Leon & Waneta M., Jayne S.

Long Term Needs: Elois C., Aaron M., Sam P., Chad P., Martin 
S., Reta S. 
 
Churches and more: Our district churches, Trinity Presbyterian Church, Church 
of the Brethren in Nigeria (Godiya Bitrus), Bethany Theological Seminary 

All-Church Game Night! Saturday, June 1, 
7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Join us! Bring a 
snack and a friend!  
 
If you have a prayer request you’d like to go 
through the prayer chain One Call, please call Sue 
Wampler at 286-4590. If she cannot be reached, 
please call Pastor Lee at 836-6145. 
 
Wednesday fellowship meal and activities & Sew 
What will resume later this Summer/Fall. 
 
The next Shepherding Prayer group meeting will 
be Tuesday, June 18 at 7:00pm in the parlor. Please 
mark your calendars and plan to attend. 
 
Congrats to all those graduating!! We celebrate 
your accomplishments with you! 
 
Thanks Salem for the generous donations to Man-
chester University and Brethren Retirement com-
munity Resident Aid Fund! 
 
Outdoor Movie Night! Mark your calendars now 
for a church-wide outdoor movie night hosted by 
the Saylor's on June 22, 2019 beginning at 8:00pm 
(the movie will start as soon as it gets dark). There 
will be food and drinks.  The movie will be an-
nounced later. Contact Ashley Saylor with any 
questions.  
 
 
 
 
 

In Our Prayers 

This & That 

Annual Chicken BBQ!! 
 

June 15 at the church! The event begins 
at 4:30! 

Save the Date 
July 22-26, 2019, 6:00-8:00pm 

Joint 
Vacation 

Bible School 
@ Happy Corner 

Church of the 
Brethren 

Animals Becoming Blessings 
The Heifer Project 

Questions please contact: 
Jodi Brown, Happy Corner 

COB  (jbrown@daytonchristian.com) 
Karen Dillon, Salem COB 

Susan Fitze, Trotwood COB 
 

RUMMAGE SALE!! 
 

June 6-7 at the church! 
Donate items or shop for new items. 

Volunteers needed! 
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The District Newsletter for May is available at sodcob.org or hard copies are available  
on the narthex table. 

 

Suitcase donations needed SOKD Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) volunteer, Pat Krabacher 
(937-765- 0483) works for Haiti and Nigeria. She works with others to raise funds to send mi-
cronutrients (defined as “a chemical element or substance (such as iron, iodine, and vitamins) 
that are essential in minute amounts for the growth and health of living organisms, e.g. children 
and young women.” Vitamin A, iodine, and iron deficiencies are prevalent worldwide and can 
have grave consequences for children, pregnant women and women of childbearing age. Mal-
nourished kids can’t learn. Over the past 3 years, Pat has partnered with persons traveling to 
Burundi, Rwanda, Haiti and Nigeria to deliver Grow Right micronutrients in a medium sized 
suitcase (approximately 24” x 15” x10”) to missionaries serving the malnourished. Each suit 
case contains 6 – 10 gallon zip lock bags of 50 Grow Right packets with mixing and serving in-
formation. The international traveler delivers the micronutrient suitcase to the school or mis-
sionary and the suitcase provides an easy & convenient method of transport and storage. Medi-
um sized suitcases with a pull-out handle and roller wheels are desired for ease of transport (see 
pictured). Please call Pat at 937-765-0483 if you have a suitcase that might have a purpose de-
livering micronutrients to children around the world.  
 
District June Young Adult Event 
Come join us for putt-putt, golf, and ice cream at YOUNG’S DAIRY! All young adults are wel-
come to join us! (high school graduates to 39; single or married) June 29, 1:00pm at 6880 
Springfield Xenia Rd, Yellow Springs, OH 45387. Please email or call Laura Brown if you can 
come, so we know how many are coming (mbsae37@hotmail.com or 937-267-0965)  
 
July we will be meeting at the Columbus Zoo- with all Ohio young adults!  For this event we 
will be inviting Northern Ohio to join us for one big young adult group outing to the zoo.  July 
13 at 12 p.m. we will be meeting at the zoo entrance then exploring 
the zoo together.  Anyone wanting to carpool or caravan can meet at 
Happy Corner at 10:30 and we will travel up together. 
 
Mark your Calendar:  
July 25 - Cleanup Bucket Assembly & August 22 – School Kit 
Assembly  
Both events are at 7:00 PM at Bullen Ultrasonics, 1301 Miller Wil-
liams Rd., Eaton.  
 
 
 
 
 

District News 
Some articles adapted/taken from the district newsletter. You can email sodcob@brethren.org to receive the dis-

trict newsletter. 
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The District Newsletter for May is available at sodcob.org or hard copies are available  
on the narthex table. 

 
 

13th Annual Ice Cream Social – On Saturday, August 3, 
plan to attend the annual BDM Ice Cream Social. It will be 
from 4:00 – 7:00 PM at Happy Corner COB. Come for sup-
per, ice cream, and fellowship. This is the major fundraiser 
for S. Ohio/KY BDM, raising funds for rebuilding trips and 
Church World Service kits.  
 
Golf Scramble – On Saturday, August 10 at 8:00 AM, a 
golf scramble will be held at Turtle Creek Golf Course lo-
cated in Greenville. Now is the time to register or to be-
come a hole sponsor. Registration/sponsorship forms are 
available on the district website or ask at your church of-
fice. All proceeds benefit S. Ohio/KY BDM and Camping & Retreat Ministries.  
 
Women's Retreat Announced 
September 27, 28th, 2019 at Bergamo Center 
Theme: Love Like an Ocean 
 
Donations Needed! – S. Ohio/KY BDM is purchasing supplies for the upcoming assembly of 
500 Cleanup Buckets and 2,500 School Kits for Church World Service (CWS). With the hurri-
canes last fall and the many recent storms, there has been a great need for cleanup buckets and 
kits. The estimated cost for this project is $33,000. Donations enable us to purchase supplies in 
bulk, which is cost effective. Make checks payable to S. Ohio/KY District COB. On the memo 
line, write BDM/CWS kits. Mail checks to S. Ohio/KY COB, PO Box 785, Greenville, OH 
45331. Donations are welcomed and appreciated!  
 
Announcing: 2019 Southern Ohio/Kentucky District Conference 
Theme "God provides" 
October 11 & 12, 2019 at Happy Corner Church of the Brethren 
Watch for more information! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District News 
Some articles adapted/taken from the district newsletter. You can email sodcob@brethren.org to receive the dis-

trict newsletter. 

Watch for emails and announcements regarding Brethren Disaster Ministries 
tornado clean-up, which will be on-going in the area! 



6 

 
 

 
Annual Conference 2019 will be a very different event this year, 
according to Conference director Chris Douglas. Instead of a usual 
business schedule, the delegate body will spend much of its time in 
compelling vision conversations. Nondelegates may reserve seats at 
tables during the business sessions in order to fully participate in those 
conversations. And the Conference will hold a love feast for the first 
time in decades. Annual Conference 2019 takes place July 3-7 in 
Greensboro, N.C., at the Sheraton/Koury Convention Center. It will be 
led by moderator Donita Keister, assisted by moderator-elect Paul 
Mundey and Conference secretary Jim Beckwith. “Proclaim Christ; Re-
claim Passion” is the theme, inspired by 2 Corinthians 5:17-18. Regis-

tration and hotel reservations can be made at www.brethren.org/ac . Read more at www.brethren.org/
news/2019/annual-conference-2019-registration-to-open.html . 
 
New registration open date is announced for National Older Adult Conference 
May 1 has been announced as opening date for registration for the 2019 National Older Adult Conference. This 
year’s NOAC takes place Sept. 2-6 at Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center in western North Caroli-
na. The theme is “Reaching Across Generations, Beyond Differences, Through Conflict, into Joy.” Early regis-
tration for those who need handicapped accessibility and the most convenient housing in the Terrace Hotel will 
be open April 22-30. Read more at www.brethren.org/news/2019/new-registration-open-date-for-noac.html 
 
Brethren Disaster Ministries has directed two grants from the Emergency Disaster Fund (EDF) to sup-
port relief efforts in southern Africa following Cyclone Idai. The two grants are given to longterm partner 
organizations of the Church of the Brethren. A grant of $40,000 has been given to ACT Alliance, and a grant of 
$30,000 has been given jointly to IMA World Health and Lutheran World Relief. 
A third recent grant of $45,000 represents an additional allocation for the Brethren Disaster Ministries rebuild-
ing project site in the Carolinas, aiding homeowners recovering from Hurricanes Matthew and Florence. 
Read more at www.brethren.org/news/2019/edf-grants-for-cyclone-relief-in-africa.html 
 
In recent months, numerous grants have been made by the Global Food Initiative (GFI) of the Church of 
the Brethren. Grants have been given for agriculture-related and hunger relief projects in Haiti, Mexico, and 
Spain, and in the United States to projects related to Church of the Brethren congregations in Maryland, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, and Illinois. 
Read more at www.brethren.org/news/2019/global-food-initiative-recent-grants.html 

Denominational News 
Some articles adapted/taken from Church of the Brethren Newsline. You can sign up online to receive these 

newsletters at brethren.org . 




