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Greetings Sisters and Brothers in Christ 
 
 Welcome to Lent. Boy that was quick. It feels like just 2 months ago we were celebrating the birth of 
Jesus, now we are entering the season in which we recognize that his betrayal and death will give rise to a new 
way of thinking, unites us as God’s people. Wonderful. Still, this season came about quickly. Sometimes the 
nature of life works that way: you have a moment of celebration, and before you can catch your breath, you are 
smacked with something so challenging, you wonder if you can ever do it. Scripture is full of stories like this. 
One of those stories will be framing our Lenten journey this year will be the story of manna. 
  
 Exodus 16 tells the story of the newly freed, former slaves, Israelites and the reality that they do not 
have enough food and they are going to die. God provides manna, a substance like coriander seed and tasted 
like honey wafers. For the duration of their journey through the desert, manna is provided. The miracle of 
manna, and its ability to sustain is amazing, but it is also important to recognize that the story of manna exists 
in a time of wilderness, anxiety, fear and worry. The barren wilderness, the vast reality of the unknown rightly 
scared the newly freed Israelites. And their fear was answered with Manna. 
  
 “Yet, however we get there, we are never alone and never without provisions for the trek. God is al-
ways present, leading and feeding us on the way.”1 Writer, pastor and fellow traveler Paula Bowser composed 
that sentence as part of the introduction to the devotional Holy Manna, her work for this season of Lent.  It is 
the text that our community will be using as a guide through Lent. We have copies available in the Narthex at 
the church and a second order has been placed and should arrive soon. 
  
 As we wander and wonder through the season of Lent, consider what it means to rely fully on 
God. Consider the barriers that we have in our lives for us to rely on God. Consider what our lives would look 
like if our very nature, our every single breath was dependent, not in theory or exercise, but in a very tangible 
way.  How would we reflect the story and life of God? What would God’s manna look like for us now in our 
places of wilderness? How might we be manna for those in the wilderness?   
  
 These questions are not easy to answer, and may very well change from day to do, because these ques-
tions are meant to have an answer: they are meant to have a response. Responding to the word of God is a dy-
namic interaction that observes what is going on and acts according to the circumstances of the moment, rather 
than having a one and final answer. Where is God’s response of manna needed in our lives, and where are we 
to be manna to others?   
  
 I look forward to this journey with you sisters and brothers. 
 

           Blessings, 

           Pastor Lee Saylor 
 
1 Holy Manna 2020 Lenten Devotional. Paula Bowser, Brethren Press. Introduction  
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Greeters: March 1—Kent & Phyllis W., March 8—Tom D. & Tom H., March 15—Betsy D. 
& Sue W., March 22—Jane E. & Joy M., March 29—Carla D. & Diana H. 
 
Ushers:  Doug S. , Tony G., Dar ryl S., George S. 
 
Worship Leaders:  March 1—Kent & Phyllis W., March 8—Tom D. & Tom H., March 15—Betsy 
D. & Sue W., March 22—Jane E. & Joy M., March 29—Carla D. & Diana H. 

 

 
 
 

 

7-Hope G.
7-June H.
14-Miles C. 
15-Diana H. 
15-Tom H. 
18-Don M.
18-Marcella P. 
18-Kennedy S. 
26-Elaine S.

27-Theresa M. W. 

28-Andrew F.
 

29-Lindsay H.

30-Ralph S.

March Birthdays-Happy Birthday!! 

Those Serving in March 

 Mark Your Calendars 

Deadlines  
Next Newsletter Deadline:  
Sunday, March 22, 2020  

Bulletin Articles:  Thursday,10:00am 
Executive Committee Meeting 

Thursday, March 12, 7:00pm 
Shepherding Prayer Group 
Tuesday, March 17, 7:00pm 

email: salemcob@gmail.com 
Lee Saylor, Pastor 

Office Hours 9:30am-12:00noon, Tues.-Fri. 

937-540-4533; iamleebob@gmail.com 

Carrie Smith, Administrative Assistant  
Office Hours 9:00am-12:00noon, M-F 

Karen Dillon, Director of Christian Ed. 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
9:00am Adult, Young Adult, and High School Sunday 

School with Childcare 
10:00am Morning Worship 

10:15am Children’s Sunday School 
Nursery (ages 2 and under) 

 
Wednesday Meal & Activities 

6:00pm 

Sermons 
 
March 1 First Sunday of Lent from Luke 4:1-4 Fasting 
 
March 8 Second Sunday of Lent from Isaiah 58:6-11 
Breaking the Fast 
 
March 15 Third Sunday of Lent from Exodus 16:13-30 
Just Manna 
 
March 22 Fourth Sunday of Lent from Matthew 6:1-18 
Attentive Faith 
 
March 29 Fifth Sunday of Lent from Matthew 19:16-
30 Baggage in Heaven 
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Barbara C., Shirley C., Janet H., Leon & Waneta M., Earl M.
 
 
Long Term Needs: Elois C., Aaron M., Sam P. , Chad P. , Reta S. 
 
 
Churches and more: Our distr ict churches, Tr inity Presbyter ian Church, 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria (Godiya Bitrus), Bethany Theological Seminary 

Sew What is at 9:00am on Wednesdays. No exper ience 
needed! Just come and tie, sew, and press, blankets and quilts to 
be donated to people around the world. Bring a packed lunch. 
See Carol Shroyer with any questions. 
 
1000+!! More than 1000 quilts have been made and have or 
will be distributed to those in need through our Sew What min-
istry. What an incredible gift of love! 
 
Ladies of the Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
Thank you for the shawl. What a great idea! Being a follower of 
Christ myself, what a great act of kindness. May God Bless you 
all. In Christ, Kathy Allen 
 
Wednesday Meal & Activities-6:00pm. Come enjoy a meal and activities for the kids.  
 
Keep up to date with various information by having your number added to our One Call system. Announce-
ments, meetings, and special events are communicated through One Call. Contact Carrie in the office at 836-
6145, if you’d like to be added. 
 
If you have a prayer request you’d like to go through the prayer chain One Call, please call Randy Schaurer at 
231-7627. If he cannot be reached, please call Pastor Lee at 836-6145. If you’d like to get prayer requests, 
please let Carrie in the office know.  
 
The special One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be Sunday, March 15. When you give to One Great 
Hour of Sharing, you support: Families rebuilding their homes after disasters, Farmers who share food and 
agricultural training with their communities, Youth who attend faith-forming events, Volunteers who serve 
for a week or year. Your gifts do great things! 
 
Did you know?? The District sends a monthly newsletter via email. You can sign up at sodcob.org or pick up 
a hard copy on the narthex table (or call Carrie in the office). 
 
The Church of the Brethren sends out news and such via email. You can sign up for  a number of com-
munications by going to brethren.org . 
 
                      Continued next page 

In Our Prayers 

This & That 
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The compelling vision recommendation that will be presented in July to the 2020 Annual Conference of 
the Church of the Brethren has been released. The Compelling Vision Team has released the compelling vision: 
“Together, as the Church of the Brethren, we will passionately live and share the radical transformation and ho-
listic peace of Jesus Christ through relationship-based neighborhood engagement. To move us forward, we will 
develop a culture of calling and equipping disciples who are innovative, adaptable, and fearless.” It is accompa-
nied by an interpretive document that unpacks the scripture and theology behind each significant word or phrase 
in the vision. The full interpretive document can be found at www.brethren.org/compellingvision. Hard copies 
of the compelling vision recommendation are on the table in the narthex or 
contact Carrie in the office.  
 
“Our end goal is unity,” said Church of the Brethren general secretary 
David Steele in an interview about an effort by a group called Covenant 
Brethren Church to explore separation from the Church of the Brethren. 
Steele said that the denomination’s leadership “recognize there are differences 
and diversity within the Church of the Brethren, but our goal is to strive for 
unity.” Read more at www.brethren.org/news/2020/our-end-goal-is-unity-
interview-david-steele.html  

Denominational News 
Some articles adapted/taken from Church of the Brethren Newsline.  

You can sign up online to receive these newsletters and other communications at brethren.org . 

This & That Continued 

Dear Salem Church family, 
Thank you so much for  all your  prayers and cards for  the past four years since I have been ill. I have 
gone through some rough times, but due to your many prayers for me and my family, I have additional years 
added to my life. I’ve enjoyed them all and gotten o see several more great-grand children. Words cannot ex-
press how much I’ve enjoyed Salem Church during my 90 years of attending here. I pray that we can continue 
to have a wonderful church congregation on this same corner for many years to come. Even though I know it 
isn’t about the building that we worship in, it would be a real shame to give it up. We need to work hard to 
spread the word of Jesus and keep our church alive. It is so nice to see the sun shining thru those stained-glass 
windows depicting the life of Christ. We are so fortunate that we don’t have to worship in a warehouse as many 
churches do. I’d like to give a special thank you to John Edwards for his many prayers and also to our Pastor 
Lee. Please continue to keep me in your prayers and I will continue to keep you in my prayers. Thank you so 
much. –Jayne Strain 
 
The family of Mildred McGuire would like to thank everyone for  all the prayers, cards, and thoughts 
during our Mother’s passing. Thanks also to Pastor Lee for his visits, Sue Wampler for her visits, Julie Stickler 
for her music, and all the women who made the wonderful meal.  
 
The next Shepherding Prayer Group meeting is Tuesday, March 17 at 7:00pm in the parlor. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend. 
 
Does Carrie in the office have your updated email address? Email her  at salemcob@gmail.com to stay 
informed. 
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Pancake Breakfast at Mill Ridge Village 
Saturday, March 7, 7:30-10:00am, all you can eat pancakes, Dohner syrup, sausage, juice, and coffee. Join us! 
 
We are excited to welcome the Ted Swartz and Ken Medema "Can We Talk?" tour to the Southern 
Ohio/Kentucky District. "Can we talk?" is a rollicking 90 minutes of story, song, laughter and moments of se-
rious reflection around listening and conversation, especially when there is seemingly so much disagreement 
on issues in the church and society. The show includes classic and new material from Ted Swartz and Ken 
Medema. You will never be more than a few minutes from a laugh or a moment that makes you hold your 
breath. Don't miss this opportunity on Sunday, March 15, 7:00pm  at  Northmont High School Auditorium. 
Admission is free. A donation will be collected to benefit Southern Ohio/Kentucky District Disaster Ministry 
Local Response to support their work with victims of the 2019 Memorial Day Tornadoes. The event is spon-
sored by congregations of the Southern Ohio/Kentucky District. More information can be found on the district 
website, or contact your church office. 
 
District Young Adult Gathering 
March 21 at 6:00pm tour of Dayton International Peace Museum; $8 suggested donation for the tour. Please 
RSVP to Laura Brown at 937-267-0965. 
 
The March Sewing Bee is March 28 at Greenville CoB. We will be sewing bags for Church World Service. 
Join us at 9:00am and bring a sack lunch. Contact Barb Bower with questions at 937-336-2442. 
 
Simple Living Weekend-March 27-28, 2020 at Cricket Holler 
A simple lifestyle is one of the faith markers for the Church of the Brethren. 
It is part of our heritage and future. But how do we lead a simple life? The 
Southern Ohio/Kentucky District Church of the Brethren, through the 
Camping and Retreat Ministries, is hosting a weekend event to help us see 
the vision of a simple life. Everyone is invited to Cricket Holler for this 
event. All ages will have opportunities to learn, participate, and share ideas 
of simple living. Guest speakers, skilled believers in simple living, and 
community leaders will be offering workshops and discussions to help all of 
us live more simply. Topic will include: Zero Waste Living, 
Screen Sabbaths, Solar Cooking and Dehydrating, Global Warming, Mak-
ing Washable Sandwich Bags, Bread Baking, Urban Gardening, and more. 
Some of the leaders are Dan Royer-Miller, Barb Sayler, Mark Lancaster, 
Katie Heishman, Tim Heishman, Susan Wible, and Karen Dillon. The 
schedule will be simple: Friday Gather in the evening around 6:00 pm 
Campfire with worship, singing, stories, sharing Snacks Head to cabins for those spending the night Saturday 
Breakfast 8:00 am Singing, gathering, short worship 9:00 Session 1 9:30 - 10:30 Break Session 2 11:00 - 12:00 
Lunch!! Singing Session 3 1:00 - 2:00 Break Session 4 2:30 - 3:30 Closing People can come to spend the night 
in the cabins that have already been reserved. Simple meals will be 
prepared and shared. Some tasks like setting tables and dishwashing will need volunteers. The costs are also 
simple, thanks to the Cookie Camp profits. Complete retreat: $25 per person Saturday only: $15 If anyone is 
interested in being a presenter, please contact Karen Dillon, 937-238-6909, crimdill@aol.com 
 

District News 
Some articles adapted/taken from the district newsletter. You can email sodcob@brethren.org to receive the dis-

trict newsletter. There are also hard copies available on the narthex table.  




